
Statement of Policy
 

The Disabled American Veterans was founded on the principle that this nation’s first 
duty to veterans is the rehabilitation and welfare of its wartime disabled. This principle 
envisions:

1. High-quality hospital and medical care provided by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs for veterans with disabilities incurred in or aggravated by service in 
America’s armed forces.

2. Adequate compensation for the loss resulting from such service-connected 
disabilities.

3. Vocational rehabilitation and/or education to help the disabled veteran prepare for 
and obtain gainful employment.

4. Enhanced opportunities for employment and preferential job placement so that the 
remaining ability of the disabled veteran is used productively.

5. Adequate compensation to the surviving spouses and dependents of veterans whose 
deaths are held to be service-connected under laws administered by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

6. Enhanced outreach to ensure that all disabled veterans receive all benefits they 
have earned and that the American people understand and respect the needs these 
veterans encounter as a result of their disabilities.

It therefore follows that we will not take action on any resolution that proposes 
legislation designed to provide benefits for veterans, their surviving spouses and 
dependents which are based upon other than wartime service-connected disability.

We shall not oppose legislation beneficial to those veterans not classified as service-
connected disabled, except when it is evident that such legislation will jeopardize benefits 
for service-connected disabled veterans.

While our first duty as an organization is to assist the service-connected disabled, their 
surviving spouses and dependents, we shall within the limits of our resources assist others 
in filing, perfecting and prosecuting their claims for benefits.

Since this represents the principle upon which our organization was founded and since 
it is as sound at this time as it was in 1920, we hereby reaffirm this principle as the policy 
for the Disabled American Veterans.


