A CENTURY OF MILITARY TOXIC EXPOSURES AND PRESUMPTIVES

Military toxic exposures have been part of warfare for thousands of years; however, the modern history of toxic
exposures dates back to World War | when there was the first wide-scale usage of chemical weapons. Over the
next century, American service members have been exposed to dozens of toxic substances, both while deployed
abroad and stationed at home. In response, Congress has passed laws and VA has enacted regulations to create
presumptives that make it easier for veterans get access to health care and benefits, however it can take many
years from the time of the exposure to the creation of a presumptive.
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